Kowhai Writing Term 2 2010

In writing this I have used information from The Writing and Reading Standards and The Literacy Learning Progressions.

The standards tell us where we want students to be after a period of time.

The progressions tell us the knowledge and skills students need to meet the standards.

Students will plan for writing, using talk or pictures. They will independently write simple texts, drawing on the knowledge, skills, and attitudes that will help them achieve their purpose.

Learning should be carefully scaffolded, and the teaching and learning programme should be organised in an effective sequence.

In the early years, there is a focus on students getting their ideas and experiences down on paper. To do this, they need to begin encoding or spelling words.

At first there is a high level of scaffolding as we help students to:

· Hold an idea in their head long enough to write it down.
· Say, hear and record the predominant sounds in the words they want to write.
· Write from left to right and leave spaces between words.
· Form the letters.
Gradually the support alters as we move students towards independence in writing. Year 1 and lots of year 2s need daily modeling of the how to of writing with lots of think aloud teacher talk.

Read the Literacy learning Progressions for the year levels for the specific knowledge and skills the students are working on.

Students  need to understand the purpose for writing and know who their audience will be.
Teachers can scaffold learners by:

−
making the nature and purpose of the task clear and sharing the learning goals with the learners; WALT shared daily.

−
breaking the task into manageable chunks;

−
giving them opportunities to co-construct a new text or to complete a new task co-operatively;

−
providing opportunities for practice;

−
letting them work independently to construct a new text or complete a new task.

Have your class in 4 groups. The plan below is an example with Group 1 being the most needy students.

	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday

	Whole class modelling of story..teacher to talk aloud process of deciding on topic ,drawing picture, sounding words….etc. (Rms 1,6,7,8,9,13)

Whole class modelling in Rms 4 and 13 may look more like Harry Hoods newsboard idea…..written recording of a student’s news and focus on surface features/word study etc. (10-15 mins)
	All children to write independently for 15 mins….teacher can see where they are at with no scaffolding.

	Set groups 2,3,4 to write.

Teacher works with group 1….shared writing then they continue independently. (10-15 mins)
	Set Groups 1,3,4 to write.

Teacher works with Group 2 first.
	Groups 2,3,4 to write.

Teacher works with group 1 first.
	Groups 1,2,to write.

Teacher works with Groups 3/4
	

	Teacher works with group 3….whereever they up to 

(10-15 mins)
	Teacher works with group 4
	Teacher works with Group 3
	Teacher works with group 2.
	

	If teacher aide available in writing time…

Work with Group 2 then see Group 4 writing.
	TA with Group 1 to start.
	TA to start with group 2
	TA starts with group 1.
	


The over-riding learning intention is…

WALT: become independent writers…and at Level1i…this will include criteria like …leaving spaces…spelling some known words…making good tries at others…and to level 1iii…writing 3 or more interesting sentences on a topic with many words spelt correctly , beginning to proof read and fix up own work…..etc…

Writing at our level needs to be based on personal experiences. Look at the examples in the standards. They involve different styles of writing but they are all based on personal experiences and their feelings. They take a walk, they make a smoothie….

You might choose to do the “add more detail “ focus in the context of recount or descriptive writing…or just write daily modelling from a basic personal experience starter.

	Week 1….

	Focus: add more detail to writing.

“A detail is the answer to a question a reader might have.”

Some ideas to help…

1 . Model with students the senses approach…. What did you see? • Hear? • Touch?  Smell? • Taste? Spend most time working with what you want your readers to “see” from your story…
e.g In a New Entrant room….I went to the park.... The children are up on the slide…..The dog is in the water….so writers are beginning to “paint” that picture for their readers.

2. 5Ws+H

Who? • What? • When? Where? • Why? • How?

Spend more time answering the “Why” and “How” questions. The answers almost always produce the most interesting details
e.g I went to the park….I went to the park on my bike. My Mum took me to the park because…..

	The most important things are that children get to write each day. That you know where your children are at and that you have “conversations “ with them to help them with where to next with their writing.

Use examples of writing from your class as models to show what we are looking for….to model revising and editing.

	Other ideas about developing writers and adding more detail which you might find interesting can be found on this website… http://www.ttms.org/writingstrategies/writing.strategies.pdf      click on the first box.eight great writing strategies that work


